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ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS SPRING ARCHITECTURE PROGRAMME 2012

This spring the Architecture Programme will explore contemporary practice and culture through
lectures, talks and exhibitions in order to provide a vital environment for debate. The season’s
events are united in the fact that they investigate urban narratives. These dialogues either physical,
spatial, social or emotional can influence how we engage with and perceive the urban environment
and its context.

THE ARCHITECTURE SPACE
Open daily 10am-6pm, Friday until 1opm.

Re-creating Tatlin’s Tower
Until 29 January 2012

This exhibition explores the conception, vision and symbolism of Vladimir Tatlin’s unrealised
Monument to the Third International and reveals the process led by Jeremy Dixon to re-create a
special scaled version in the Annenberg Courtyard at the Royal Academy of Arts. It is shown as part
of the Building the Revolution: Soviet Art and Architecture 1915-1935 exhibition in the Sackler Wing
of Galleries (29 October 2011 — 22 January 2012).

Nicholas Hawksmoor: Architect of the Imagination
4 February — 17 June 2012

An exhibition exploring how the striking buildings of the great English Baroque architect, Nicholas
Hawksmoor, have sparked the imaginations of generations of architects, artists and writers. A range
of fascinating images and quotations are juxtaposed to dramatically bring to light the legacy of this
most original architect.

CRITIC’S CHOICE: LONDON'’S MOST IMPORTANT BUILDING

In this third series critics propose and make a case for what they believe to be London’s most
important building. A panel of respondents then debate and discuss the chosen building, and
encourage the audience to share their own views.

All lectures take place at the Geological Society, Piccadilly, W1, 6.30-8 pm
£15/£7 reductions (includes a drink)



Rt Hon Dominic Grieve QC MP: The Houses of Parliament

Monday 5 March

The current Attorney General, (Rt Hon Dominic Grieve QC MP) views the Houses of Parliament as
a building of world renowned; he says “Revolutionary in design at the time, it was a motor force of
the gothic revival while its interior decorations and furnishing inspired new concepts in decorative
art, heralding the coming of the arts and crafts movement. One hundred and seventy one years
after the building works started, the Houses of Parliament remain the definitive symbol of the
British constitution in which some 7,000 people carry out their business daily.”

Simon Fanshawe: Soho

Monday 26 March

Writer and broadcaster Simon Fanshawe explores the churches, theatres, sex shops, brothels,
restaurants and pubs of Soho to understand the way that pleasure and its counterpart, guilt, shaped
the architecture of the district.

Stephen Poliakoff: The Natural History Museum

Monday 23 April

Acclaimed playwright, screenwriter and director Stephen Poliakoff selects the Natural History
Museum, the setting for his short film Astonish Me (2011) as his chosen building. The distinctive
Romanesque-style museum designed by Alfred Waterhouse RA is home to a collection of 70 million
specimens, ranging from microscopic slides to mammoth skeletons. Having spent most of his
childhood wandering through its great spaces and amongst wonders, the museum has remained
vivid in his imagination.

EVENING LECTURES

Shelley McNamara and Yvonne Farrell: Architecture as the new geography

Monday 12 March

For Shelley McNamara and Yvonne Farrell, co-founders of Grafton Architects, “what we build as
Architects constructs the world we live in. It defines our world. It is the outer crust of the globe.
Architecture is the expression and embodiment of Culture. What we build as Architects is in fact the
New Geography.”

Geological Society, Piccadilly, Wi, 6.30—7.45 pm; £12/£6 reductions (includes a drink)

Jeanne Gang

Wednesday 21 March

Chicago-based Studio Gang Architects is a lab for testing ideas that traverse scale, from cities and
total environments to the material properties of individual buildings. Founder Jeanne Gang pursues
a future where nature and the city interweave creating projects as Chicago’s newest skyscraper, the
Aqua Tower and Columbia College Chicago’s Media Production Center, a cutting-edge film
production and teaching facility.

Geological Society, Piccadilly, Wi, 6.30—7.45 pm; £12/£6 reductions (includes a drink)



Sean Godsell

Monday 16 April

Australian architect Sean Godsell has built an international reputation for his exquisitely crafted
private houses and ‘compassionate infrastructure’ projects such as the Park Bench House and Bus
Shelter House that provide refuge for displaced persons in the urban environment. From his houses
in the country to his new Design Hub for RMIT University in Melbourne, he often employs an
inventive use of materials to create an elegant skin that becomes a filter for the external
environment and blurs the distinction between inside and out.

Geological Society, Piccadilly, W1, 6.30—7.45 pm; £12/£6 reductions (includes a drink)

OTHER ACTIVITIES

RA FORUM

Imagining Hawksmoor

Monday 27 February

A panel will discuss the work of one of Britain's most original and enduring architects and will
explore how his architecture — both built and unbuilt — has left its mark on our imaginations.
Geological Society, Piccadilly, W1, 6.30-8 pm; £12/£6 reductions (includes a drink)

LUNCHTIME LECTURE

Hawksmoor’s London

Monday 16 April

Owen Hopkins, will explore the genesis and historical context of Hawksmoor’s six great London
churches, and, through examining Hawksmoor's ideas on the city, casts speculation on what
Hawkmoor's London might have been.

Reynolds Room;, 1—2 pmy, Free, reservations recommended via web or booking line

For public information or to book events, please call o020 7300 1589 or

www.royalacademy.org.uk/architecture

For further press information, please contact Simone Sagi on 020 7300 5615 or email

press.office@royalacademy.org.uk 14/12/1
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EVENING LECTURES

Shelley McNamara and Yvonne Farrell: Architecture as the new geography

Monday 12 March
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of Galleries (29 October 2011 — 22 January 2012).

Nicholas Hawksmoor: Architect of the Imagination
4 February — 17 June 2012

An exhibition exploring how the striking buildings of the great English Baroque architect, Nicholas
Hawksmoor, have sparked the imaginations of generations of architects, artists and writers. A range
of fascinating images and quotations are juxtaposed to dramatically bring to light the legacy of this
most original architect.

CRITIC’S CHOICE: LONDON'’S MOST IMPORTANT BUILDING

In this third series critics propose and make a case for what they believe to be London’s most
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