
as well as the impressive late-19th-
century drawing room, carved 
staircase of 1673, fine panelling, 
furniture and historic portraits. 
11am–12.30pm; £17 (incl. coffee), 
Meet entrance, Upper Thames 
Street, Ldn EC4

Wrotham Park
Weds 13 & 20 October

∞
Following recent conserva-
tion work, Wrotham Park, 
designed in 1754 by Issac 

Ware, is once again exclusively vis-
ited. Accompanied by architectural 
historian Roger White, the magic 
of this exquisite Palladian mansion 
with its fine paintings and Boulle 
furniture, is revealed. Not open to 
the public, Friends may be familiar 
with its setting for Gosford Park and 
He Knew He Was Right. We end with 
a study of Forty Hall’s architecture. 
1.15–6.30pm; £39 (incl. tea)

Durham and North East England
Thurs 14 to Sun 17 October

∞
We explore this his-
toric city of Durham and 
its surrounding area. 

Friends learn about numerous 
public and private art collections 
and visit Raby Castle, Alnwick 
Castle, Crook Hall, The Bowes 
Museum and the Laing Art Gallery. 
We also hear about the Sage 
Gateshead and visit the Deanery 
at Durham Cathedral, Durham 
Castle and Angel of the North.
For full itinerary, call 020 7300 5705 

Goldsmiths’ Hall
Mon 18 October

∞
Tracing its roots back 
to the trade guilds of 
the Middle Ages, the 

present hall designed by archi-
tect Philip Hardwick is the third 
on its site. During this private 
guided tour, Friends visit its 
principle rooms with richly deco-
rated moulded ceilings, elaborate 
cornices, portraits, chandeliers, 
silver, and Le Clerc tapestries.
3–4.15pm; £16, Meet entrance, 
Foster Lane, Ldn EC2

Harrow School
Thurs 21 Oct & Tues 9 Nov

∞
With special access to 
certain rooms, this is a 
private walking tour of the 

architecture and interior of Harrow 
School. With examples of work by 

George Gilbert Scott and Sir Herbert 
Baker, Friends tour the chapel, 
Old Speech Room Gallery, Fourth 
Form Room of 1615, William Burges 
Speech Room of 1877, and some of 
Sir Gardner Wilkinson’s collection 
donated in 1859. We see Egyptian 
and Greek Antiquities, English 
watercolours, modern British paint-
ings and printed books. 
1 – 5.45pm: £29 (incl. tea)

Speaker’s House
Tues 26 October

∞
A rare opportunity to see 
inside Speaker’s House. 
As part of the Palace of 

Westminster, it was always the 
grandest residence and we tour 
its interior and stunning reception 
rooms enriched with carvings, 
gilding, Pugin-designed furniture, 
ceramics and portraiture of past 
Speakers. This tour is preceded by 
the historical Speaker’s Procession.
11.20am–12.45pm; £20, monies 
raised for charity, numbers limited. 
Meet Palace of Westminster, Ldn SW1

Stanford Hall, Leics
Wed 27 October

∞
Built in the 1690s by 
the Smiths of Warwick, 
Stanford is a fine example 

of domestic architecture of the 
William and Mary period. The own-
ers are opening their house so that 
we may see its private rooms and its 
collection of Royal Stuart portraits, 
previously belonging to the Cardinal 
Duke of York. The house boasts a 
library with over 5,000 books and 
manuscripts, the oldest dating from 
1150, a resplendent pink and gold 
ballroom with trompe l’oeil shell cor-
ners, Queen Anne, George III, 17th- 
and 18th-century furniture, Flemish 
tapestries and family portraits. 
10am–6.45pm; £58 (incl. lunch/wine 
and tea)

Lincoln’s Inn
Thurs 28 October & 
Tues 16 November

∞
Steeped in history, Lincoln’s 
Inn is one of the celebrated 
four Inns of Court. During 

this private view, Friends tour the 
Old Hall, Chapel, Great Hall, private 
rooms, gardens and learn about its 
history. We also see its wonderful 
collection of art, including a fresco 
by Watts, portraits by Reynolds, 
Hoppner, Lely, Sargent and works 

by Hogarth, Hepple and Orpen.
11am–12.30pm or 2–3.30pm, Nov 
date am only; £17 (incl. coffee), Meet 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Ldn WC2

ING Bank Art Collection 
Tues 2 & 23 November

∞
This London branch art  
collection consists of  
historical portraits,  

18th- and 19th-century English 
watercolours and British 20th-
century figurative works. Artists 
represented include Lawrence, 
Palmer, Stanley Spencer, Lowry 
and Rosoman. During this private 
view, Friends also see Herculaneum 
creamware, ship models, antique 
clocks and barometers.
6–8pm; £18 (incl. wine); monies 
raised for charity, meet entrance, 
60 London Wall, Ldn EC2

Dorney Court, Berkshire 
Weds 10 & 24 November

∞
Regarded as ‘one of the fin-
est Tudor Manor Houses in 
England’, this Grade I listed 

building with its brick and timber 
façade is punctuated by sweeping 
gables, leaded windows and soar-
ing chimneys. The Tudor Great Hall 
survives with its linenfold panelling 
and 17th-century family portraits, 
many by Lely and Kneller. By spe-
cial permission of the owners, we 
privately tour its interior and visit 
the adjacent 13th-century church 
with Norman font and Tudor tower. 
1.15pm–6.30pm; £34 (incl. tea) 

Christmas Carol Service
Wed 8 December

∞
Celebrate Christmas with 
a reception in the Royal 
Academy Fine Rooms, fol-

lowed by a candlelit service in the 
Wren church of St James’s, Piccadilly. 
Festive readings accompany famil-
iar carols. Singers from the London 
Gallery Quire perform a selection of 
West Gallery music. Accompaniment 
is provided by a traditional selec-
tion of wind instruments, including 
Britain’s only contra-bass serpent.
6.30–8.45pm; reception 6.30pm, 
service 7.30pm; £23 (nave), £18 
(aisles), £12 (balcony); (incl. mulled 
wine/ mince pies), seats unnumbered 

American 
Associates 
The American Associates of the 
Royal Academy of Arts’ enjoy their 
first ever tour of the Los Angeles 
art and architecture scene (6 to 9 
October), including a private tour 
of the Getty Museum, a perform-
ance at the new Walt Disney 
Concert Hall and visits to private 
homes and collections. In New 
York, there is an opportunity to 
enjoy a pre-theatre dinner and 
preview of Democracy, Michael 
Frayn’s new play (3 November), with 
this year’s spectacular American 
Associates Gala taking place at the 
Rainbow Room (9 November).
Call Anna Utley on 020 7300 5606 or 
Maureen Ferry on +1 212 980 5748
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