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This exhibition shows some of the amazing artwork produced in the 
years 1870–1925 in Russia and France. At this time many wonderful 
artists lived in Paris, the capital of France, and artists all over Europe 
were influenced by the art of those living in Paris.  
 
Moscow, the capital of Russia, is far away from Paris. But two Russian 
collectors, Ivan Morozov and Sergei Shchukin, bought a lot of artworks 
in Paris and brought them home with them to Moscow. Morozov and 
Shchukin were rich cloth sellers who really loved art. When you are 
going round the exhibition, think about how Morozov and Shchukin’s 
love of textiles, materials and patterns might have influenced their 
choice of paintings.  
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Gallery One 
 

In this room you can see examples of nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century French and Russian art. At this time Russian artists had not 
seen much French art, except for realist art and portraits.  
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Ilya Repin painted artworks that were concerned with showing the 
realities of everyday life.  
 
In this painting he has shown the celebration following the October 
Revolution in Russia. Examine the colours Repin has used in this 
painting. The colours of the Russian flag are red, white and blue. What 
colours can you see and why do you think he has chosen them? 
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Gallery Two  
 
All of the paintings in this room are by French artists and were owned 
by Morozov and Shchukin.  
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Cézanne painted portraits in a very different way to those artists in 
Gallery One. What do you think is different about this portrait of a 
woman to those portraits of women in Gallery One, like Charles 
Carolus-Duran’s Portrait of Nadezhda Polovtsova? Look especially at 
the way it has been painted. 
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Which style do you prefer and why? 
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Gallery Three 
 
Again, all of the works in this room were owned by Morozov and 
Shchukin. Morozov preferred lighter, pastel colours and Shchukin 
preferred more vibrant, bright colours. Can you guess which of these 
two paintings belonged to whom? 
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Why do you think Matisse has only used four colours in this painting? 
Do you think that this has a good effect? 
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Are the dancers moving fast or slow? How can you tell? 
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How does this painting remind you of summer? 
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What are the people doing in the painting? 
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When this picture was first painted by Matisse, he made it a different 
colour completely. Look carefully at the edges of the painting – can you 
guess what colour it was originally?  
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Why do you think Matisse changed it to red from this other colour? 
Which do you prefer and why? 
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Shchukin bought this painting in its original colour when he saw it in 
Paris – Matisse painted it red before sending it to Shchukin. As 
Shchukin was very interested in materials, cloth and patterns, as he 
was a textile merchant, why do you think he liked Matisse’s work so 
much?�
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In the space below draw your own pattern which you would like on 
your walls and tablecloth.  
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Name ������������������������������� Age ���������  
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You may recognise the painting in the background of this painting! It is 
a version of The Dance, which you have seen nearby. But what is 
different about the colours in this version? 
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Why do you think Matisse has put a colourful vase of flowers and 
patterned chair in front of The Dance? 
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This is a photo of Shchukin’s home. Can you find one of Pablo 
Picasso’s paintings in this room that is also in the photo? Ring it if you 
can.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gallery Four  
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In Gallery One you saw very realistic paintings of people and 
landscapes. The artists whose work is on display in this room, 
however, were reacting against this realism by painting fantasy and 
fairy-tale scenes. 
 
Choosing one painting in this room, tell us what story you think it is 
telling. 
 
Title of painting: �������������������������������������

Story:���������������������������������������������
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Vsevolod Meyerhold is shown here in two poses and costumes. Why 
do you think the artist has chosen to paint Meyerhold twice and why do 
you think he painted him looking so different in each pose? 
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Gallery Five 
 
In this room we can see how French artwork influenced the Russians. 
From 1909, Morozov and Shchukin allowed Russian artists to come 
and see the French artwork they owned on display in their homes.  
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Look at the footstool Anna has her feet on – what is different about the 
way the stool has been painted in comparison to the rest of the 
painting? 
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Anna was a poet. Looking at this painting can you imagine what her 
poems might have been about? Write a poem about a painting in this 
room that inspires you. 
 
Title of painting: �����������������������������������
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Gallery Six 
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In this painting, Chagall has tried to express his emotions about his 
wife. What emotions is Chagall trying to express? How has he shown 
these emotions? 
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Do you love someone or something as much as Chagall? Draw a 
picture in the space below of something you love, but try and draw it in 
the style of Chagall. 
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Gallery Seven 
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It must have taken Filonov a long time to paint this picture – it is very 
complex! What is it a painting of?  
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There are lots of parts of the body in this painting. Find one area of the 
painting with a hand, foot or eye in it. Try and draw a hand, foot or eye 
in the space below, and see if you can do it in the style of Filonov.  
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Gallery Eight 
 
The paintings in this room show how Russian art became more 
abstract. Abstract art is art that does not refer directly to real life, as it 
does not have people, objects or landscapes in it. Abstract art is the 
opposite of the realist art you saw in Gallery One, which Russian 
artists were painting only ten to twenty years before. 
 

 
In this photo you can see some of Kazimir Malevich’s work. Find the 
three numbered works in this room. Which is your favourite and why? 
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Gallery Nine 
 
You may have noticed some of Vladimir Tatlin’s paintings in Gallery 
Six, but here Tatlin is doing something very unusual! This is his model 
for a tower he wanted to build in St Petersburg which would rival the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris. As you can see, the inside parts of the tower spin 
round and Tatlin wanted slogans to be projected onto the clouds! If you 
were going to make a monument for your town, what would it look like? 
Draw it in the space below. 
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