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Reconsidering conservation in response to the contested values of built heritage: Taiwan in 2000s

In the practice of the conservation of built heritage, evaluation plan and intervention plan are the two core tasks with solid methodology and principles. However, the link between evaluation and intervention is not simple in the case of built heritage, which is closely related to public daily life. The same heritage site in the public domain is also a common object representing various contested values: an open air building site has externality in the public domain; it is regarded as a “public good” but meanwhile it may be a private property; various values are attributed to it, whether heritage related values or not. 

Taiwan, as a post-colonial country and a developing state, provides various types of contested values through its history, its heritage and its historical environment. By investigating cases of demolition and preservation of historic building in Taiwan in 2000s, a number of types of value-contestation are suggested. Within the traditional principles of values and conservation, the built heritage used to be regarded as the objects bearing values, and by conserving the objects we can keep and promote the values. This paper argues that to different stakeholders the ways to promote values may differ: while conserving a heritage site keeps certain values, other ways of treating this site (including demolition) may promote other values attributed to the same site. This highlights the importance of taking contested values into consideration and consensus building, rather than conserving a heritage site according to professional evaluation alone. 
