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Historic context and cultural content – The case of Historic Cairo

This paper aims to discuss the relationship between the tangible and intangible heritage. Several questions are explored for discussion: does current conservation practice really preserve ‘heritage’?; how do people see heritage and interact with heritage sites as opposed to the methods of treatment introduced for the site’s conservation?; and why intangible meanings, memories, values, experiences, and feelings should be preserved and maintained in heritage sites.

Historic Cairo is the case used here for reflecting upon these questions. Containing no less than 600 classified monuments, Cairo was listed as a World Heritage Site in 1979 for meeting three, out of six, of the selection criteria for inscription. Representing World Heritage highlights the significance of choosing, conserving, interpreting, and displaying our cultural heritage.

The efforts being undertaken in the process of conserving Historic Cairo and their influences on the site’s visitors and inhabitants are questioned throughout the paper. Whether such efforts are sufficient for revitalizing Cairo’s old spirit raises questions such as: Why was Cairo, Al-Qahira (meaning the victorious), seen as the ‘Mother of the World’? - Do people still consider it so? – And, what do people admire in the existing Historic Cairo? Thus, the connection between Historic Cairo’s tangible remains and its intangible spirit of place can be perceived. The paper uses the results of a field visit, an on-site and online questionnaire, and a personal observation study.




