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From conservation to controversy? The intangible legacy of Calton Hill
The area of Calton Hill, which lies within the World Heritage Site of the City of Edinburgh, is a significant example of a 19th-century designed landscape within an urban environment and is home to a number of nationally important edifices. Despite these important cultural associations and its role within the World Heritage Site, many of the structures are now in advanced states of decay. Within the last five years, the City Council and the Edinburgh World Heritage Trust have funded millions of pounds worth of essential repair, yet they are currently struggling to find an appropriate use for these structures to ensure a future continuity of care and maintenance of the fabric. 
One of the main reasons for this is The Hill’s ignominious reputation, as unsavoury characters, sexual promiscuity, prostitution and fetishes are commonplace after dark. Ironically, this reputation has been a component of The Hill for much longer than its grandiose architectural legacy. The problem of ensuring that this constituent of The Hill’s past (and present) is considered with the validity given to The Hill’s other intangible elements is often at odds with the work of the local authorities and residential groups and is a serious threat to the future use and management of the hill. 

This paper explores the concept of ‘uncomfortable’ heritage and how it may be possible to ensure that interpretation and conservation includes all elements of a site’s past, including those considered unsavoury in modern societal perceptions. 

