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Haveli - Indian Courtyard House. Conservation: principles, dilemmas and uncomfortable truths

The practice of conservation is complex and contentious anywhere, but in India, because of certain unique historical, cultural and political circumstances, it appears even more so. Today India has 27 designated world heritage sites, and there is a progressive formalisation of the listed buildings database. In this entire ‘modern movement’ of conserving our built heritage - our historic cores are inevitably ignored. Interestingly enough, historic city centres are missing from the 26 World Heritage sites. India as a subcontinent has seen a long tradition of destruction of and apathy towards the historic domestic quarters. Mughals established their own walled cities and the British gave us their cantonments.  

The rapid growth of cities in recent decades has put urban planners in an unenviable position of ‘desperately trying to cope’. This has at least something to do with the relative simplicity of planning new developments as compared to the intimidating complex nature of issues related to interventions in old areas. What such interventions could be like is the subject of this paper which appraises India’s experience with inner city renewal through a case study of existing Havelis in the historic city core of Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh, India - analysing the basic factors constraining better performance, and delineating a framework for addressing the inner city problem.

This paper does not seek to be definite in its analysis of issues; the purpose here is mainly to raise the debate and discuss possible options available within the changing global economic and environmental climate.  
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