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You are not being objective. Conservation as an act of taste.

Conservation is supposed to be an activity based on objective criteria: suggesting that a conservation process might be guided by taste or other subjective criteria would in fact be considered to be a criticism of that very process. In this communication, however, it will be argued that the opposite is truer: conservation is indeed based on subjective criteria, and that these are a requirement for the whole activity to make sense. In order to support this idea, a number of conservation cases will be presented in which opposite decisions to similar problems have been made. By contrasting these otherwise well-accepted, sensible decisions, the prevalence of subjective appreciation (or value assignment, or preference, or taste) in conservation can be evinced in a clear, straightforward way. 

